Welcome to the Catholic Community of

Saint Ambrose

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Edward Stafford, Pastor
Deacon Gerry Scopilliti, Permanent Deacon
Susan Pickett, PSR & Youth Ministry Coordinator
Teresa Motz, Director of Music
Gloria Kuhn, Secretary & Bookkeeper

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
Anointing of the Sick is available upon request. Please
notify the rectory when parishioners are hospitalized.
Communal Anointing is held each Spring and Fall. The
Eucharist is distributed regularly to the homebound by the
Priest and Eucharistic Ministers.

Sacrament of the Eucharist
Mass Schedule
Sunday.......................... 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday ...................... No Mass
Friday.............................. 8:00 a.m.
Holy Day - watch the bulletin for location and time

Sacrament of Holy Orders
Men who are discerning a vocation to the priesthood or
permanent diaconate are invited to call the Diocesan
Vocation Office at 330-744-8451. Women discerning a call
to religious life are also invited to call the Diocesan
Vocation Office at 330-744-8451.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
If you would like to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please contact Fr. Ed at 330-575-9105 to arrange an
appointment. Communal Reconciliation services are
celebrated during Advent/Lent.

Religious Education Classes PSR and Youth Ministry
PSR and JOURNEY classes began on September 20,
2020. PSR classes will be on-line this fall as we currently
do NOT have access to use the JAG Elementary School
due to COVID-19. Please call the rectory or information
on the website at www.stambroseonline.com.

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call Fr. Ed Stafford at 330-575-9105 to make
arrangements for the celebration of Baptism.

Sacrament of Marriage
Engaged couples must contact Fr. Ed Stafford at least six
months in advance of the intended wedding date.
Marriage preparation includes sessions with the priest and
with a sponsor couple.
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is celebrated every two years in the fall.
Preparation sessions for candidates and sponsors are
mandatory.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Adults desiring to become Catholic are invited to
participate in the R.C.I.A. The “R.C.I.C. is for children in
the third grade or older who have not been baptized or
celebrated their first Eucharist. For more information,
please contact the rectory at 330-527-4105.
Parish Registration
New parishioners are asked to please call or stop by the
rectory to register. If you are changing your address or
moving out of the parish, please notify us at the rectory.

Bulletin Deadline
Please submit all articles for the bulletin no later than
Monday of each week.

St. Ambrose Church

Garrettsville, OH

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, Dec. 12, Sunday Liturgy
5:00 p.m. (SJ)
Mass at St. Joseph
Sunday, Dec. 13, Third Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. (SA) Santo Scopilliti (Wife, Mona)
James Baroni (Wife, Marianne)
Monday, Dec. 14, St. John of the Cross
No Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 15, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
Wednesday, Dec. 16, Advent Weekday
No Mass
Thursday, Dec. 17, Late Advent Weekday
No Mass
Friday, Dec. 18, Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. (SA) Carol Adams (Eileen Pantalone)
Saturday, Dec. 19, Sunday Liturgy
5:00 p.m. (SJ)
Mass at St. Joseph
Sunday, Dec. 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. (SA) Jill Marie Kaskowski (Family)
Larry Coz (Coz Family)

Church Key: (SA) - St. Ambrose

(SJ) - St. Joseph

Today’s Readings

First Reading — As a garden makes its growth spring up,
so will God make justice spring up before all the nations (Isaiah
61:1-2a, 10-11).
Second Reading — Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise prophetic utterances. Test everything; retain what is
good (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24).
Gospel — I am the voice of one crying out in the desert,
make straight the way of the Lord (John 1:6-8, 19-28).

Readings for the Week
Monday:

Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc-9;
Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday:
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-18, 19,
23; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;
Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday:
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17
Friday:
Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Saturday:
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;
Lk 1:5-25
Sunday:
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27,
29; Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-38

Weekly Amount Needed:
Sunday’s (12/06/20) Collection:
On-Line Giving (12/06/20):
Maintenance Fund:
Immaculate Conception:

$3,000.00
$2,033.00
$1,038.70
$1,144.00
$ 158.00

Liturgical Minsters Schedule for Dec. 20
Sunday, Dec. 20, 11:00 a.m.
Lector:
D. Vincent
Usher/Greeter: T. Danku, J. Pesecky

Responsorial Psalm

The Responsorial Psalm for this weekend is:
My soul rejoices in my God
(Luke 1:46-50, 53-54)

My soul rejoices in my God,

John The Baptst

At a school open house a woman could be overheard introducing her husband to some of the other parents. “Oh, Bill, I’d like
you to meet Johnny’s father. And over here, this is Marie’s
mom; you know, the little girl from our Ellen’s soccer team.”
With satisfied resignation Bill introduced himself not by name:
“I’m Ellen’s Dad.” It’s good to know who you are. Be it
someone’s father or mother, son or daughter, husband or wife,
it’s important to embrace the full meaning of our various roles.
John the Baptist knows who he is. And who he is not. He is not
the Christ. Nor Elijah. Nor like any other prophet God’s people
had ever seen. John the Baptist knows his mission is divine.
He’s more than satisfied to be the one to announce the coming
of God’s reign. The Christ is near. Make straight your paths.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

The Meaning of the Candle

There are three violet (purple) and one rose (pink) candles,
each representing 1,000 years. Added together, the four
candles symbolize the 4,000 years that humanity waited for the
Savior. Violet is a liturgical color that is used to signify a time of
penance, sacrifice, and prayer. Rose is a liturgical color that is
used to signify joy. The third Advent candle, called the
"Shepherd's Candle", symbolizes JOY, and reminds us of the
joy the world experienced when Jesus was born.

Face Masks Required

Please remember that the wearing of face masks is required
while attending Mass. Masks should cover both your mouth and
nose (unless there is a legitimate medical reason why one’s
nose cannot be covered for an extended period of time).

Oplatki (Christmas Wafer)

For those who observe this tradition of using the “Christmas
Wafer” with their Christmas Eve or Christmas Day meal, the
wafer is available in the vestibule. Each envelope contains four
wafers. A $2.00 donation is asked for each envelope.

New Parish Calendars

Once again this year Carlson Funeral Home has provided us
with our parish calendars. They are available in the vestibule.
Please be sure to take one with you before leaving today.

PSR AND JOURNEY NEWS
Material Pickup

Please remember that our material pick up day is scheduled
for Saturday, Dec. 19, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the
hall. Parents, please come in to pick up the new "What the
Church Believes and Teaches" along with the new Gospel
Weeklies for your PSR child. Catechists, please remember
to stop in for your new Teachers Guides.

Confirmation Classes

The sessions for this year's Confirmation began on Nov.
8. Attendance at these sessions is MANDATORY!! Please
watch your email box for links to the ZOOM sessions. Also,
watch your inbox for information on choosing a Sponsor and
choosing a Confirmation Name.

A Prayer for Our Young People

This week we pray for our candidates for the sacrament of
Confirmation as they embark on their journey to prepare
themselves for Confirmation. This is the beginning of their
formal journey toward a fuller life in the Holy Spirit. We pray
for the strengthening of the relationship between the candidates and the Holy Spirit throughout their journey. During the
next few months, these young people will be studying and
praying to prepare to celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation
on Feb. 27, 2021 at St. Columba, Youngstown Please keep
these fine young ladies and gentlemen in your daily prayers.

Third Sunday of Advent
Sacrament of Reconciliation

We are unable to have a Christmas Penance Service this year
because of the required safety measures but Fr. Stafford has
scheduled the following days for confessions at St. Ambrose
and St. Joseph: St. Ambrose on Dec. 16 at 1:00 p.m. and Dec.
17 at 6:00 p.m. and St Joseph on Dec. 22 at 1:00 p.m. and
Dec. 23 at 6:00 p.m. Advent is a wonderful time to
celebrate the reconciling love and the healing graces our Lord offers
us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Reconciliation is what
God does. Receiving it and celebrating it is what we do. This
sacrament is the most natural way to celebrate God’s forgiveness and love. If it’s been a while since your last confession, that’s ok. God wants you to come back. Don’t worry about
not remembering the words to the prayers. The important thing
is that you come.
Greeting: The priest will welcome you; he may say a
short blessing or read a Scripture passage.
Sign of the Cross: Together, you and the priest will
make the Sign of the Cross. You may then begin your confession with these or similar words: “Bless me, Father, for I have
sinned. It has been (give days, months, or years) since my last
confession.”
Confession: Confess all your sins to the priest. If you
are unsure what to say, ask the priest for help. When you are
finished, conclude with these or similar words: “I am sorry for
these and all my sins.”
Penance: The priest will propose an act of penance.
The penance might be prayer, a work of mercy, or an act of
charity. He might also counsel you on how to better live a Christian life.
Act of Contrition: Say an Act of Contrition, expressing
sorrow for your sins and resolving to leave sin behind and live in
the light! (The Jesus Prayer: Lord Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.)
Absolution: The priest, in the person of Christ, then
blesses you as he says the prayer of Absolution which frees you
from your sins.

Christmas During the Pandemc

With the understanding that the dispensation from the obligation
to attend Sunday Mass will continue through Christmas and into
the New Year, the following guidelines are provided to St.
Ambrose Parishioners for your consideration in celebrating
Christmas 2020. The current dispensation from the obligation to
attend Sunday Mass applies to the celebration of Christmas
and New Year’s Day. Realizing that there is no easy answer
that will solve the challenge for Christmas gatherings this year,
sorry to say, nothing about Christmas will be normal. In light of
the dispensation the number of people who might attend Mass
for Christmas this year is unknown. The circumstances of the
pandemic will definitely affect attendance. The Christmas Mass
schedule at St. Ambrose is as follows: Christmas Eve at 10:00
p.m. and Christmas Day at
11:00 a.m. This year, please
consider coming Christmas day or the weekend after to
help maintain a safe environment. Keep focused on the
essential: celebrating the Nativity of the Lord in a safe, joyful
and reverent manner. Thank you for your understanding in following the safety precautions for the
upcoming Christmas
season. In the midst of these unusual
circumstances, may
your celebration of Christmas be joyful and spirit-filled. God
Bless You and Be safe!

50/50 Raffle

Different groups of the Parish Family of St. Ambrose are
sponsoring a monthly 50/50 drawing. This 50/50 raffle replaces the Christmas Cash this year. Tickets are $1 each, or 6
tickets for $5 and will be sold after Mass (or contact the rectory). The drawing will be held on the last day of the month and
the prize is 1/2 of all donations received. Raffle benefits the St.
Ambrose Women’s Spiritual Renewal Team for the month of

December 13, 2020
THIS WEEK AT ST. AMBROSE PARISH

Sunday, December 13
All Day
Cal’s Restaurant - K of C
10:25 a.m.
Rosary (church)
8:00 p.m.
AA Meeting (hall)
Monday, December 14
7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Business Meeting (hall)
Wednesday, December 16
All Day
Cal’s Restaurant - K of C
Thursday, December 17
All Day
Cal’s Restaurant - K of C
Sunday, December 20
10:25 a.m.
Rosary (church)
8:00 p.m.
AA Meeting (hall)

December.

Rosary

The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 10:25 a.m. in the Church.

Knights of Columbus Fundraiser

The St. Ambrose Knights of Columbus is hosting a charity
fundraiser through Cal’s Restaurant in Garrettsville on Dec. 12,
13, 16, & 17. Flyers are available in the vestibule.

Knights of Columbus

The men of the St. Ambrose Knights of Columbus will have their
monthly business meeting this Monday, Dec. 14, at 7:30 p.m. in
the church hall.

Notes from the Music Ministry

If you would like to use a new Breaking
Bread Hymnal, you are more than welcome
to have one. PLEASE sign out a hymnal
and bring it back and forth to Mass!
Because these books have to last until November 2021, we ask
that you take care of them. We will not be able to reissue books.
If and when COVID-19 is over, we will be able to put the hymnals back in the pews. Thank you for your help, understanding,
and patience through this difficult time.
Tess Motz, Director
of Music

Marriage Preparation Engaged Couple Retreat

The next diocesan-sponsored one-day marriage preparation
retreat day for engaged couples will be held Saturday, Jan. 9 at
St. Columba Cathedral Hall, Youngstown. Reservations are
required. Social distancing protocols will be followed. Registration information may be found at www.doy.org; go to the
“Ministries” drop-down menu and press on “Pro-Life, Marriage &
Family Life”. For more information on these, and other
opportunities for marriage preparation formation, contact
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org or 330-744-8451, ext. 272.

Christmas Offering

When using your Christmas envelope this year, please prayerfully consider the amount you are able to give. Thank you and
God bless you for your generosity.

Memorial Tree

Our tree in the vestibule is a “Memorial” Tree. You are invited to
bring in an ornament with the name of a loved one attached and
place it on the tree. We will remember them in our prayers.

Maintenance Fund Envelope

You might have noticed that a new maintenance
fund envelope has been added to the church’s
envelope packet. With the current pandemic,
fundraising for the church’s maintenance (capital
improvement) fund has been drastically reduced. We realize
these are difficult times for all of us. Please consider contributing whatever you can to keep our church in good order. Thank

