Welcome to the Catholic Community of

Saint Ambrose

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Edward Stafford, Pastor
Deacon Gerry Scopilliti, Permanent Deacon
Susan Pickett, PSR & Youth Ministry Coordinator
Teresa Motz, Director of Music
Gloria Kuhn, Secretary & Bookkeeper

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
Anointing of the Sick is available upon request. Please
notify the rectory when parishioners are hospitalized.
Communal Anointing is held each Spring and Fall. The
Eucharist is distributed regularly to the homebound by the
Priest and Eucharistic Ministers.

Sacrament of the Eucharist
Mass Schedule
Sunday.......................... 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday ...................... No Mass
Friday.............................. 8:00 a.m.
Holy Day - watch the bulletin for location and time

Sacrament of Holy Orders
Men who are discerning a vocation to the priesthood or
permanent diaconate are invited to call the Diocesan
Vocation Office at 330-744-8451. Women discerning a call
to religious life are also invited to call the Diocesan
Vocation Office at 330-744-8451.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
If you would like to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please contact Fr. Ed at 330-575-9105 to arrange an
appointment. Communal Reconciliation services are
celebrated during Advent/Lent.

Religious Education Classes PSR and Youth Ministry
PSR and JOURNEY classes began on September 20,
2020. PSR classes will be on-line this fall as we currently
do NOT have access to use the JAG Elementary School
due to COVID-19. Please call the rectory or information
on the website at www.stambroseonline.com.

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call Fr. Ed Stafford at 330-575-9105 to make
arrangements for the celebration of Baptism.

Sacrament of Marriage
Engaged couples must contact Fr. Ed Stafford at least six
months in advance of the intended wedding date.
Marriage preparation includes sessions with the priest and
with a sponsor couple.
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is celebrated every two years in the fall.
Preparation sessions for candidates and sponsors are
mandatory.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Adults desiring to become Catholic are invited to
participate in the R.C.I.A. The “R.C.I.C. is for children in
the third grade or older who have not been baptized or
celebrated their first Eucharist. For more information,
please contact the rectory at 330-527-4105.
Parish Registration
New parishioners are asked to please call or stop by the
rectory to register. If you are changing your address or
moving out of the parish, please notify us at the rectory.

Bulletin Deadline
Please submit all articles for the bulletin no later than
Monday of each week.

St. Ambrose Church

Garrettsville, OH

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, Dec. 26, Sunday Liturgy
5:00 p.m. (SJ)
Mass at St. Joseph
Sunday, Dec. 27, The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
9:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. (SA) Kathleen Stapleton (Pat D’Lorreto)
Charles Werblan (Fr. Ed)
Monday, Dec. 28, The Holy Innocents
No Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 29, Fifth Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord
8:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
Wednesday, Dec. 30, Sixth Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord
No Mass
Thursday, Dec. 31, Vigil of the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
5:00 p.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
Friday, Jan. 1, Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
10:00 a.m. (SA)
Thomas Selep
(Kuhn Family & Korber Family)
Saturday, Jan. 2, Sunday Liturgy
5:00 p.m. (SJ)
Mass at St. Joseph
Sunday, Jan. 3, Epiphany of the Lord
9:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. (SA) Agnes Brookover (Son, Joe)

Church Key: (SA) - St. Ambrose

(SJ) - St. Joseph

Today’s Readings

First Reading — Those who honor their parents will be
greatly blessed and will atone for sins (Sirach 3:2-6,12-14) or
Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3.
Second Reading — Be thankful; do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus (Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17]) or Hebrews 11:8,
11-12, 17-19.
Gospel — The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom (Luke 2:22-40 [22, 39-40]).

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

1 Jn 1:5 — 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8: Mt:13-18
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35
1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40
1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;
Lk 2:16-21
1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6;
Mt 2:1-12

Weekly Amount Needed:
Sunday’s (12/13/20) Collection:
On-Line Giving (12/13/20):
Immaculate Conception:
Christmas Flowers:

$3,000.00
$1,314.00
$ 382.70
$ 155.00
$ 346.00

Sunday Collection (Dec. 20) & Christmas

Due to early bulletin deadlines, collection figures for Dec. 20 &
Christmas will be in future bulletins.

Responsorial Psalm

The Responsorial Psalm for this weekend is:
(Psalm 128)
Blessed are those who fear the Lord and
walk in his ways, and walk in his ways.

We Are God’s Holy Family

The scriptures of Israel are filled with many stories of barren
couples who were miraculously granted the gift of children by
God. Surely the best known among these is the first reading
from today, from which Luke took inspiration when he recounted
the miraculous birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah and Elizabeth, and the more miraculous birth of Jesus to Mary and
Joseph. In each instance, we are given examples or role models
of those who trusted in God. More than examples of those who
trust, they are models of self-surrender. They abandoned their
own presuppositions and prejudices about the workings of the
world and turned their lives over to belief in a God who can
make life grow where none ought to; a God who can turn death
around into a new and unimagined life; a God who can, today,
take a tiny child of humble parents in an insignificant town and
make him into a light for all the world. This is what we, as God’s
holy family, are called to do each day: to trust not in ourselves
and the way we think things should be, but to open ourselves
and surrender ourselves in faith to a God of endless promise.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Face Masks Required

Please remember that the wearing of face masks is required
while attending Mass. Masks should cover both your mouth and
nose (unless there is a legitimate medical reason why one’s
nose cannot be covered for an extended period of time).

New Year’s Mass Schedule

Masses for New Year’s will be on Thursday,
Dec. 31, at 5:00 p.m. (SJ) and Friday, Jan.
1, at 10:00 a.m. (SA). Begin the new year in
prayer as we ask God’s blessing and peace
upon our families and within our world.

Liturgical Ministers Schedule for New Year’s
Friday, Jan. 1, 10:00 a.m.
Lector:
A. Ryser
Usher/Greeter: D. & C. Crane
Liturgical Ministers Schedule for January 3
Sunday, January 3, 11:00 a.m.
Lector:
D. Vincent
Usher/Greeter: T. Danku, J. Pesecky

PSR AND JOURNEY NEWS
No PSR and Youth Ministry

There will be no PSR or Youth Ministry today, Sunday, Dec.
27. Remote classes resume on Jan. 3.

Confirmation Classes

The sessions for this year's Confirmation began on Nov.
8. Attendance at these sessions is MANDATORY!! Please
watch your email box for links to the ZOOM sessions. Also,
watch your inbox for information on choosing a Sponsor and
choosing a Confirmation Name.

A Prayer for Our Young People

This week we pray for our candidates for the sacrament of
Confirmation as they embark on their journey to prepare
themselves for Confirmation. This is the beginning of their
formal journey toward a fuller life in the Holy Spirit. We pray
for the strengthening of the relationship between the candidates and the Holy Spirit throughout their journey. During the
next few months, these young people will be studying and
praying to prepare to celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation
on Feb. 27, 2021 at St. Columba, Youngstown Please keep
these fine young ladies and gentlemen in your daily prayers

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
Thanksgiving/Christmas Giving Tree Thank You

Thank you for your contributions to the Thanksgiving and
Christmas giving trees. Parishioners donated gift cards and
cash to buy gift cards totaling $2,105. We shared your
generosity with 11 parish families and with 5 local children from
the Garrettsville-Hiram People Tree. Happy holidays!
St. Ambrose Social Action Committee

50/50 Raffle

Different groups of the Parish Family of St. Ambrose are
sponsoring a monthly 50/50 drawing. This 50/50 raffle replaces the Christmas Cash this year. Tickets are $1 each, or 6
tickets for $5 and will be sold after Mass (or contact the
rectory). The drawing will be held on the last day of the month
and the prize is 1/2 of all donations received. The raffle benefits
the Altar and Rosary Society for the month of January.

Notes from the Music Ministry

If you would like to use a new Breaking Bread Hymnal, you are
more than welcome to have one. PLEASE sign out a hymnal
and bring it back and forth to Mass! Because these books have
to last until November 2021, we ask that you take care of them.
We will not be able to reissue books. If and when COVID-19 is
over, we will be able to put the hymnals back in the pews.
Thank you for your help, understanding, and patience through
this difficult time.
Tess Motz, Director of Music

Marriage Preparation Engaged Couple Retreat

The next diocesan-sponsored one-day marriage preparation
retreat day for engaged couples will be held Saturday, Jan. 9 at
St. Columba Cathedral Hall, Youngstown. Reservations are
required. Social distancing protocols will be followed. Registration information may be found at www.doy.org; go to the
“Ministries” drop-down menu and press on “Pro-Life, Marriage &
Family Life”. For more information on these, and other
opportunities for marriage preparation formation, contact
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org or 330-744-8451, ext. 272.

Ordination Mass for Bishop Bonnar

On Nov. 17, 2020, Pope Francis appointed Rev. David J.
Bonnar the sixth Bishop of Youngstown. The Mass of Ordination
and Installation will be Tues., Jan. 12, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. Due to
limitations imposed by the current pandemic, the number of
invitations has been severely restricted. You are invited to
watch the ceremony via live-stream on the diocesan website:
www.doy.org/media/cathedral beginning at 2:00 p.m. A rebroadcast on ETC-Ecumenical Television is scheduled on Thurs.,
Jan. 14, 2021 at 12:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 8:00 p.m., and on
Sat., Jan. 16, 2021 at 12:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 8:00 p.m.

New Parish Calendars

Once again this year Carlson Funeral Home has provided us
with our parish calendars. They are available in the vestibule.
Please be sure to take one with you before leaving today.

2020 Annual Contribution Statement
St. Ambrose Church

If you would like your contribution statement for tax
purposes, please fill out the form below. Statements will be
prepared only for those who request them. You may place
the form in the collection basket or bring it to the rectory.
Name

__________________________________

Address

__________________________________
__________________________________

Envelope Number ________

December 27, 2020
THIS WEEK AT ST. AMBROSE PARISH

Sunday, December 27
10:25 a.m.
Rosary (church)
8:00 p.m.
AA Meeting (hall)
Sunday, January 3
10:25 a.m.
Rosary (church)
8:00 p.m.
AA Meeting (hall)

Rosary

The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 10:25 a.m. in the Church.

May She Rest in Peace

Our prayerful sympathy is extended to the Douglas Family as
they mourn the death of Julia Douglas. May God fill them with
His healing presence and peace.

Save the Date!

The 2021 Women’s Spiritual Renewal Team is
happy to invite you to the Seventh Annual Heat
& Eat Carry Out Italian Night Dinner, on Saturday, Jan. 30, 2021 between 3:00 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. Your choice of Lasagna: traditional
meat; vegetarian spinach alfredo or gluten free eggplant; dinner
includes salad, bread and a cookie dessert. Single size $12.00;
family size dinner (feeds 5) $50.00. Tickets also sold for a gift
card and basket raffle. Pick up at the St. Ambrose Church Hall
(curbside), tickets sold at the door, masks required for pick-up.
For more information call Melani at 330-357-6377.

Food Shelf

Thank you for your faithful support of the food shelf. Any food
donation will gladly be accepted! However, we cannot accept
expired food. Donations can be dropped off in the vestibule or at
the rectory.

Bloodmobile - American Red Cross

On Thursday, Jan. 21, 2021, the American Red Cross Bloodmobile will be at St. Ambrose in the church hall from 1:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. Please consider giving the gift-of-life - donate blood!

Some Reminders!

Face-coverings are to be worn for Mass by all in attendance.
Please remember to maintain a safe distance (at least two
empty seats) between you and others.
When finding your seat, please move to the center of the row
so others can fill in the same row without having to pass by.
Please maintain a safe distance (at least one row in front and
behind you) when coming forward to receive Holy Communion.
Remember to remove your face covering before receiving
Holy Communion to ensure proper reverence and avoid the
possibility of dropping the host.

Parish Registration

It is our policy and desire to serve the needs of Saint Ambrose
parishioners. We welcome you. Families and young adults (age
18 and over) should make efforts to become registered
members of the parish. Even if you are not in a position to
contribute regularly, it is important to be registered for us to take
care of your pastoral needs (funerals, weddings, baptisms, etc.)
To register, please call the Rectory during the week or drop this
slip into the collection basket and we will send you parish
information:
NAME ___________________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________________
CITY__________________________ ZIP_______________
HOME PHONE____________________________________
CELL PHONE_____________________________________
E-MAIL___________________________________________

