Welcome to the Catholic Community of

Saint Ambrose

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Edward Stafford, Pastor
Deacon Gerry Scopilliti, Permanent Deacon
Susan Pickett, PSR & Youth Ministry Coordinator
Teresa Motz, Director of Music
Gloria Kuhn, Secretary & Bookkeeper

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
Anointing of the Sick is available upon request. Please
notify the rectory when parishioners are hospitalized.
Communal Anointing is held each Spring and Fall. The
Eucharist is distributed regularly to the homebound by the
Priest and Eucharistic Ministers.

Sacrament of the Eucharist
Mass Schedule
Sunday.......................... 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday ...................... No Mass
Friday.............................. 8:00 a.m.
Holy Day - watch the bulletin for location and time

Sacrament of Holy Orders
Men who are discerning a vocation to the priesthood or
permanent diaconate are invited to call the Diocesan
Vocation Office at 330-744-8451. Women discerning a call
to religious life are also invited to call the Diocesan
Vocation Office at 330-744-8451.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
If you would like to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please contact Fr. Ed at 330-575-9105 to arrange an
appointment. Communal Reconciliation services will not
be celebrated during Advent this year.

Religious Education Classes PSR and Youth Ministry
PSR and JOURNEY classes began on September 20,
2020. PSR classes will be on-line this fall as we currently
do NOT have access to use the JAG Elementary School
due to COVID-19. Please call the rectory or information
on the website at www.stambroseonline.com.

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call Fr. Ed Stafford at 330-575-9105 to make
arrangements for the celebration of Baptism.

Sacrament of Marriage
Engaged couples must contact Fr. Ed Stafford at least six
months in advance of the intended wedding date.
Marriage preparation includes sessions with the priest and
with a sponsor couple.
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is celebrated every two years in the fall.
Preparation sessions for candidates and sponsors are
mandatory.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Adults desiring to become Catholic are invited to
participate in the R.C.I.A. The “R.C.I.C. is for children in
the third grade or older who have not been baptized or
celebrated their first Eucharist. For more information,
please contact the rectory at 330-527-4105.
Parish Registration
New parishioners are asked to please call or stop by the
rectory to register. If you are changing your address or
moving out of the parish, please notify us at the rectory.

Bulletin Deadline
Please submit all articles for the bulletin no later than
Monday of each week.

St. Ambrose Church

Garrettsville, OH

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, Dec. 5, Sunday Liturgy
5:00 p.m. (SJ)
Mass at St. Joseph
Sunday, Dec. 6, Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. (SA) Will Rivera (Margie Jackson)
Vocations to Priesthood & Religious
Life (A & R Society)
Monday, Dec. 7, St. Ambrose
No Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 8, The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
7:00 p.m. (SA) Don Walker (Fr. Ed Stafford)
Wednesday, Dec. 9, Advent Weekday
No Mass
Thursday, Dec. 10, Advent Weekday
No Mass
Friday, Dec. 11, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. (SA) David A. Sheller (Wife, Virginia)
Saturday, Dec. 12, Sunday Liturgy
5:00 p.m. (SJ)
Mass at St. Joseph
Sunday, Dec. 13, Third Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. (SA) Santo Scopilliti (Wife, Mona)
James Baroni (Wife, Marianne)

Church Key: (SA) - St. Ambrose

(SJ) - St. Joseph

Today’s Readings

First Reading — The rugged land shall be made a plain;
the rough country, a broad valley (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11).
Second Reading — Conduct yourselves in holiness,
hastening the coming of the day of God (2 Peter 3:8-14).
Gospel — I have baptized you with water; he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:1-8).

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:

Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 5:17-26
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk 1:26-38
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30
Thursday:
Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9, 10-13ab;
Mt 11:11-15
Friday:
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4; Mt 11:16-19
Saturday:
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,
or any readings from the Common of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712
Sunday:
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50, 53-54;
1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

Weekly Amount Needed:
Sunday’s (11/22/20) Collection:
Retirement Fund for Religious:
On-Line Giving (11/29/20):
Sunday’s (11/29/20) Collection:
Retirement Fund for Religious:
On-Line Giving (11/29/20):

$3,000.00
$2,413.00
$ 606.00
$ 576.00
$1,197.00
$ 82.00
$ 395.00

Responsorial Psalm

The Responsorial Psalm for this weekend is:
(Psalm 85)
Lord, let us see your kindness,
and grant us your salvation.

God’s Delay

In times of great difficulties scoffers taunt us, “Where is God?
Why hasn’t your Lord come to save you now?” And we of faith
respond much in the same way as Peter did in today’s second
reading: the “delay” of the Lord’s second coming is not any type
of punishment or failure to keep the divine promise, but a loving
sign of God’s patience. God is giving everyone the chance to
seek repentance. God does not make life more difficult. Rather,
God lessens our burdens as once before for the Jewish exiles
returning home to Judea after captivity in Babylon. It was God
who personally led them, making a “straight highway” for them
across the desert. We join with our ancestors of faith, who
hoped that they might see God’s Chosen One before them and
who eventually realized that the Lord was also walking with
them side by side. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

The Meaning of the Candle

There are three violet (purple) and one rose (pink) candles,
each representing 1,000 years. Added together, the four
candles symbolize the 4,000 years that humanity waited for the
Savior. Violet is a liturgical color that is used to signify a time of
penance, sacrifice, and prayer. Rose is a liturgical color that is
used to signify joy. The second Advent candle, called the
"Bethlehem Candle", symbolizes FAITH, and reminds us of
Mary and Joseph's difficult journey to Bethlehem.

Face Masks Required

Please remember that the wearing of face masks is required
while attending Mass. Masks should cover both your mouth and
nose (unless there is a legitimate medical reason why one’s
nose cannot be covered for an extended period of time.)

Liturgical Ministers Schedule for Dec. 8

Sunday, Dec. 8, 7:00 p.m., Immaculate Conception
Lector:
D. Smith
Usher/Greeter: T. Danku, J. Pesecky

Liturgical Ministers Schedule for Dec. 13
Sunday, Dec. 13, 11:00 a.m., Sunday
Lector:
C. Milko
Usher/Greeter: D. & C. Crane

PSR AND JOURNEY NEWS
Material Pickup

Please remember that our material pick up day is scheduled
for Saturday, Dec. 19, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the
hall. Parents, please come in to pick up the new "What the
Church Believes and Teaches" along with the new Gospel
Weeklies for your PSR child. Catechists, please remember
to stop in for your new Teachers Guides.

Confirmation Classes

The sessions for this year's Confirmation began on Nov.
8. Attendance at these sessions is MANDATORY!! Please
watch your email box for links to the ZOOM sessions. Also,
watch your inbox for information on choosing a Sponsor and
choosing a Confirmation Name.

A Prayer for Our Young People

This week we pray for our candidates for the sacrament of
Confirmation as they embark on their journey to prepare
themselves for Confirmation. This is the beginning of their
formal journey toward a fuller life in the Holy Spirit. We pray
for the strengthening of the relationship between the candidates and the Holy Spirit throughout their journey. During the
next few months, these young people will be studying and
praying to prepare to celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation
on Feb. 27, 2021 at St. Columba, Youngstown Please keep
these fine young ladies and gentlemen in your daily prayers.

Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Day - Immaculate Conception

This Tuesday, Dec. 8, is the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of Mary. Masses for this holy day of obligation will
be on Tuesday, Dec. 8, at 8:00 a.m. (SJ) and 7:00 p.m. (SA).

50/50 Raffle

Different groups of the Parish Family of St. Ambrose are sponsoring a monthly 50/50 drawing. This 50/50 raffle replaces the
Christmas Cash this year. Tickets are $1 each, or 6 tickets
for $5 and will be sold after Mass (or contact the rectory). The
drawing will be held on the last day of the month and the prize is
1/2 of all donations received. Raffle benefits the St. Ambrose
Women’s Spiritual Renewal Team for the month of December.
The winner of the November 50/50 raffle was Matt and Amy
Ryser! They won $518.00.

Celebrating The Season of Christmas

After the yearly celebration of the paschal mystery, the
church holds most sacred the memorial of Christ's birth and
early manifestations. This is the purpose of the Christmas
season which typically begins with a Vigil Mass on Christmas
Eve and ends on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
This year especially, we invite you to celebrate this season
by attending Mass over the “weekend of Christmas” (Dec. 2427). Join us during this time for joyous celebrations of Christmas
with scripture readings of the season, and an opportunity to join
in worship in a safe and less crowded setting. Our safe distancing and proper safe environment protocols will be in place
including capacity restrictions, social distancing, sanitizing, and
wearing of masks.
To allow for safe distancing, St. Joseph space is able
to accommodate safely 200 people per Mass. Attendance in
2019 was 480 Christmas Eve and 150 Christmas Day and
St. Ambrose adjusted capacity is 75; last year 169 attended
Christmas Eve and 77 Christmas Day. This year, please
consider coming on Christmas day or the weekend after to
help maintain a safe environment. Watch for details of the
church being open for private prayer times during the
Christmas season.
Christmas Eve Masses—Dec. 24
5:00 p.m. @ St. Joseph 10:00 p.m. @ St. Ambrose
Christmas Day Masses—Dec. 25
9:00 a.m. @ St. Joseph 11:00 a.m. @ St. Ambrose
Feast of the Holy Family—Dec. 26/27
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass @ St. Joseph
9:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Ambrose
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass @ St. Joseph (Dec. 31)
10:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Ambrose (Jan. 1)
Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord (Jan. 2/3)
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass @ St. Joseph
9:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Ambrose
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord (Jan. 9/10)
5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass @ St. Joseph
9:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. Mass @ St. Ambrose

Confessions

We are unable to have a Christmas Penance Service this year
because of the required safety measures but Fr. Stafford has
scheduled the following days for confessions at St. Ambrose
and St. Joseph:
St. Joseph on Dec. 9 at 1:00 p.m. and Dec. 10 at 6:00 p.m.
St. Ambrose on Dec. 16 at 1:00 p.m. and Dec. 17 at 6:00 p.m.
St Joseph on Dec. 22 at 1:00 p.m. and Dec. 23 at 6:00 p.m.

December 6, 2020
THIS WEEK AT ST. AMBROSE PARISH

Sunday, December 6
10:25 a.m.
Rosary (church)
8:00 p.m.
AA Meeting (hall)
Tuesday, December 8
7:00 p.m.
Holy Day Mass (church)
Sunday, December 13
All Day
Cal’s Restaurant - K of C
10:25 a.m.
Rosary (church)
8:00 p.m.
AA Meeting (hall)

Our New Bishop

On Nov. 16, Pope Francis named Reverend David J. Bonnar
the 6th bishop for the Diocese of Youngstown. Bishop-Elect
Bonnar will be ordained a bishop on Jan. 12, 2021 at St.
Columba Cathedral in Youngstown. He is a 58-year old man
and has been a priest for 32 years. He has chosen the Scripture
passage “That All May Be One” as his motto, which will be on
his episcopal coat of arms. Please offer the following prayer as
he prepares for his ordination and service as Ordinary of our
Diocesan Church:
Almighty God, eternal shepherd and guide,
in your love for us, you have blessed the
Diocese of Youngstown
with a shepherd to lead us to be Christ’s heart of mercy,
voice of hope, and hands of justice.
May Bishop-Elect David Bonnar
fill our minds and hearts with the truth of the Gospel,
the power of the sacraments, and the desire
to build up your holy Church so
That All May Be One. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

May They Rest in Peace

Our prayerful sympathy is extended to Linda Simpson & Fm. as
they mourn the death of her brother, Larrie Malobenski, to Sherri Novak & Fm. as they mourn the death of her sister, Sandy
Makar Ambrose and to Virginia Sheller & Fm. and Homer
Lucas & Fm. as they mourn the death of their sister Hazel
Beatty. May God fill them with His healing presence and
peace.

Knights of Columbus Fundraiser

The St. Ambrose Knights of Columbus is hosting a charity
fundraiser through Cal’s Restaurant in Garrettsville on Dec. 12,
13, 16, & 17.

Notes from the Music Ministry

Today is the First Sunday of Advent. If you
would like to use a new Breaking Bread
Hymnal, you are more than welcome to have
one. PLEASE sign out a hymnal and bring it back and forth to
Mass! Because these books have to last until November 2021,
we ask that you take care of them. We will not be able to
reissue books. If and when COVID 19 is over, we will be able to
put the hymnals back in the pews. Thank you for your help,
understanding, and patience through this difficult time.
Tess Motz, Director of Music

Marriage Preparation Engaged Couple Retreat

The next diocesan-sponsored one-day marriage preparation
retreat day for engaged couples will be held Saturday, Jan. 9 at
St. Columba Cathedral Hall, Youngstown. Reservations are
required. Social distancing protocols will be followed. Registration information may be found at www.doy.org; go to the
“Ministries” drop-down menu and press on “Pro-Life, Marriage &
Family Life”. For more information on these, and other
opportunities for marriage preparation formation, contact
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org or 330-744-8451, ext. 272.

Rosary

The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 10:25 a.m. in the Church.

