Welcome to the Catholic Community of

Saint Ambrose

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Edward Stafford, Pastor
Deacon Gerry Scopilliti, Permanent Deacon
Susan Pickett, PSR & Youth Ministry Coordinator
Teresa Motz, Director of Music
Gloria Kuhn, Secretary & Bookkeeper

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick
Anointing of the Sick is available upon request. Please
notify the rectory when parishioners are hospitalized.
Communal Anointing is held each Spring and Fall. The
Eucharist is distributed regularly to the homebound by the
Priest and Eucharistic Ministers.

Sacrament of the Eucharist
Mass Schedule
Sunday.......................... 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday ...................... No Mass
Friday.............................. 8:00 a.m.
Holy Day - watch the bulletin for location and time

Sacrament of Holy Orders
Men who are discerning a vocation to the priesthood or
permanent diaconate are invited to call the Diocesan
Vocation Office at 330-744-8451. Women discerning a call
to religious life are also invited to call the Diocesan
Vocation Office at 330-744-8451.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
If you would like to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, please contact Fr. Ed at 330-575-9105 to arrange an
appointment. Communal Reconciliation services are
celebrated during Advent/Lent.

Religious Education Classes PSR and Youth Ministry
PSR and JOURNEY classes began on September 20,
2020. PSR classes will be on-line this fall as we currently
do NOT have access to use the JAG Elementary School
due to COVID-19. Please call the rectory or information
on the website at www.stambroseonline.com.

Sacrament of Baptism
Please call Fr. Ed Stafford at 330-575-9105 to make
arrangements for the celebration of Baptism.

Sacrament of Marriage
Engaged couples must contact Fr. Ed Stafford at least six
months in advance of the intended wedding date.
Marriage preparation includes sessions with the priest and
with a sponsor couple.
Sacrament of Confirmation
Confirmation is celebrated every two years in the fall.
Preparation sessions for candidates and sponsors are
mandatory.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Adults desiring to become Catholic are invited to
participate in the R.C.I.A. The “R.C.I.C. is for children in
the third grade or older who have not been baptized or
celebrated their first Eucharist. For more information,
please contact the rectory at 330-527-4105.
Parish Registration
New parishioners are asked to please call or stop by the
rectory to register. If you are changing your address or
moving out of the parish, please notify us at the rectory.

Bulletin Deadline
Please submit all articles for the bulletin no later than
Monday of each week.

St. Ambrose Church

Garrettsville, OH

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, Nov. 28, Sunday Liturgy
5:00 p.m. (SJ)
Mass at St. Joseph
Sunday, Nov. 29, First Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. (SA) Kathleen Stapleton (Margie Jackson)
Monday, Nov. 30, St. Andrew
No Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 1, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
Wednesday, Dec. 2, Advent Weekday
No Mass
Thursday, Dec. 3, St. Francis Xavier
No Mass
Friday, Dec. 4, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. (SA) Kathleen Stapleton (Mona Scopilliti)
Saturday, Dec. 5, Sunday Liturgy
5:00 p.m. (SJ)
Mass at St. Joseph
Sunday, Dec. 6, Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m. (SJ) Mass at St. Joseph
11:00 a.m. (SA) Will Rivera (Margie Jackson)
Vocations to Priesthood & Religious
Life (A & R Society)

Church Key: (SA) - St. Ambrose

(SJ) - St. Joseph

Today’s Readings

First Reading — We are the clay and you, O Lord, are the
potter: we are the work of your hands
(Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7).
Second Reading — God is faithful; by God you were
called to fellowship with the Son (1 Corinthians 1:3-9).
Gospel — Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the
time will come. (Mark 13:33-37).

Readings for the Week
Monday:
Tuesday:

Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37
Thursday:
Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;
Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:
Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31
Saturday:
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;
Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Sunday:
Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14; 2 Pt 3:8-14;
Mk 1:1-8

Sunday Collection

Due to early bulletin deadlines, collection figures for Nov. 22 will
be in next weekend’s bulletin.

Liturgcal Ministers Schedule for Dec. 6

Sunday, Dec. 6, 11:00 a.m.
Lector:
M. Schmidt
Usher/Greeter: J. Leonard, B. Voytko

Like A Child

One who aspires to the grace of God must be pure, with a heart
as innocent as a child’s. — St. Nicholas

Responsorial Psalm

The Responsorial Psalm for this weekend is:
(Psalm 80)

Lord, make us turn to you;
let us see your face
and we shall be saved.

Mark’s Jesus

Mark’s Gospel is the shortest and tersest of all four. The
discourses of Jesus tend to be terser as well. Mark’s portrayal of
Jesus has none of the poetry of the Sermon on the Mount or the
Sermon on the Plain as in Matthew or Luke, nor the extensive,
reflective “I Am” discourses as in John. Mark’s Jesus “cuts to
the chase,” we would say today. This is reflected quite well in
today’s passage. It is no accident that the dialogue of Jesus at
this point in the Gospel according to Mark—the concluding
words about the end of the world—immediately before his
passion, is riddled with exclamation points and an overall sense
of urgency. We would do well to re-tool our own way of living
this Advent, for we live in a world urgently in need of hearing the
message of Jesus proclaimed. It’s time for us to “wake up!” and
get out into the world to do it.
Copyright © J. S.
Paluch Co.

The Season of Advent

This Sunday marks the beginning of Advent.
It is during this time that we are asked to
prepare the way of the Lord within our hearts
and homes. Traditionally, we use the symbol
of the Advent Wreath to prepare for the coming of Christmas.
We look for the light of the Lord to help us with our everyday
preparations. With this thought in mind, you may now start to
look for a little candle () within this bulletin. Next week look for
two candles to symbolize the Second
Sunday of Advent, and
so on, and so on.

The Meaning of the Candle

There are three violet (purple) and one rose (pink) candles,
each representing 1,000 years. Added together, the four
candles symbolize the 4,000 years that humanity waited for the
Savior. Violet is a liturgical color that is used to signify a time of
penance, sacrifice, and prayer. Rose is a liturgical color that is
used to signify joy. The first Advent candle, called the "Prophet's
Candle,” symbolizes HOPE and reminds us that Jesus

PSR AND JOURNEY NEWS
PSR 2020-2021

Due to COVID-19 concerns, St. Ambrose Church is offering
PSR online through Pflaum Gospel Weeklies. We have given
information about the program to our current PSR families
along with a registration form for the 2020-2021 PSR year.
Please consider continuing your child’s faith formation
through this structured program. New registrations are
welcome. If you have any questions feel free to call Sue at
330-204-5568.

Confirmation Classes

The sessions for this year's Confirmation began on Nov.
8. Attendance at these sessions is MANDATORY!! Please
watch your email box for links to the ZOOM sessions. Also,
watch your inbox for information on choosing a Sponsor and
choosing a Confirmation Name.

A Prayer for Our Young People

This week we pray for our candidates for the sacrament of
Confirmation as they embark on their journey to prepare
themselves for Confirmation. This is the beginning of their
formal journey toward a fuller life in the Holy Spirit. We pray
for the strengthening of the relationship between the candidates and the Holy Spirit throughout their journey. During the
next few months, these young people will be studying and
praying to prepare to celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation
on Feb. 27, 2021 at St. Columba, Youngstown Please keep
these fine young ladies and gentlemen in your daily prayers.

First Sunday of Advent
Worship Committee

The Worship Committee creates an appropriate church environment and promotes prayerful liturgical celebrations. If you're
interested in chairing or co-chairing this dynamic committee,
please contact the Rectory at 330-527-4105.

50/50 Raffle

Different groups of the Parish Family of St. Ambrose will be
sponsoring a monthly 50/50 drawing. This 50/50 raffle
replaces the Christmas Cash this year. Tickets are $1 each,
or 6 tickets for $5 and will be sold after Mass (or contact the
Rectory). The drawing will be held on the last day of the month
and the prize is 1/2 of all donations received. Raffle, for the
month of November benefits the Social Life Committee

Facebook

Do you know that St. Ambrose Church is on Facebook? Follow
us at St. Ambrose Catholic Church.

Mark Your Calendar!

Immaculate Conception (12/8): 8:00 a.m. Mass (SJ) and
7:00 p.m. Mass at (SA).
Christmas Eve (12/24): 5:00 p.m. (SJ) and 10:00 p.m. (SA)
Christmas Day (12/25): 9:00 a.m. (SJ) and 11:00 a.m. (SA)
New Year’s Eve (12/31): 5:00 p.m. (SJ)
New Year’s Day (1/1): 10:00 a.m. (SA)

People Tree Coats for Kids & Adults

Lightly worn coats may be dropped off at Deluxe Cleaners,
8050 Elm Street, Garrettsville to be cleaned for free. Clean
coats will then be passed out on Dec. 9 at the Faith Evangelical
Free Church, 10585 Windham Parkman Road, Garrettsville.

Giving Tree

I hope this upcoming holiday season finds you well. The parish
Social Action Committee continues to accept gift cards to help
meet the needs of parishioners. The Christmas Giving Tree is in
the church vestibule. For safety reasons, this year we are
asking ONLY for contributions of gift cards to Walmart or
Target. We hope that through your continued generosity we can
provide gift assistance first to parishioners and then (as we
have in the past) to several local children through the Garrettsville Chamber of Commerce People Tree program. The needs
are great during this unusual holiday season; the pandemic has
affected both the financial and physical health of families in our
parish community and the community at large. You may choose
an ornament from the Giving Tree (as a reminder to yourself) or
drop off a gift card in the jar in the vestibule when you come to
Mass. You may also leave gift cards at the rectory or mail/drop
them off at my home (Marie Elium, 10630 South St.,
Garrettsville, 44231). We will gladly accept gift cards through
Dec. 21. If you or anyone you know needs help with food or gifts
this Christmas, please call the rectory at 330-527-4105 or
email st_ambrose44231@yahoo.com. Thanks to your contributions, the Social Action Committee has provided gift cards for
Thanksgiving food to several parishioners and their families.
Happy, holy holiday wishes to you.
Marie Elium, Social Action Committee

Notes from the Music Ministry

Today is the First Sunday of Advent. If you would like to use a
new Breaking Bread Hymnal, you are more than welcome to
have one. PLEASE sign out a hymnal and bring it back and
forth to Mass! Because these books have to last until November
2021, we ask that you take care of them. We will not be able to
reissue books. If and when COVID 19 is over, we will be able to
put the hymnals back in the pews. Thank you for your help,
understanding, and patience through this difficult time.
Tess Motz, Director of Music

November 29, 2020
THIS WEEK AT ST. AMBROSE PARISH

Sunday, Nov. 29
10:25 a.m.
8:00 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 6
10:25 a.m.
8:00 p.m.

Rosary (church)
AA Meeting (hall)
Rosary (church)
AA Meeting (hall)

Rosary

The Rosary is prayed on Sunday at 10:25 a.m. in the Church.

Our Sunday Bulletin

Every bulletin that you receive is paid for through the generosity
of the businesses that you see advertised. Most are members of
our local community and many belong to our Parish. We urge
you to consider using one of these businesses for your needs.
Be sure to tell the owners that you appreciate their support.

Marriage Preparation Engaged Couple Retreat

The next diocesan-sponsored one-day marriage preparation
retreat day for engaged couples will be held Saturday, Jan. 9 at
St. Columba Cathedral Hall, Youngstown. Reservations are
required. Social distancing protocols will be followed. Registration information may be found at www.doy.org; go to the
“Ministries” drop-down menu and press on “Pro-Life, Marriage &
Family Life. For more information on these, and other
opportunities for marriage preparation formation, contact
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org or 330-744-8451, ext. 272.

Join the Ministry of Care

If you have a prayer request or would like to become a St.
Ambrose prayer warrior, please email your information to
ministryofprayersa@gmail.com. Prayer requests will be
sent to members at the beginning of each month via email in the
form of an attached letter. For prayers needed in between the
monthly letter you can simply send your request to the same
email, and all members who are on the email chain will receive
it. If you do not have access to email, you can contact the
rectory at 330-527-4105 to request a copy to be mailed to you.

Some Reminders!

Face-coverings are to be worn for Mass by all in attendance.
Please remember to maintain a safe distance (at least two
empty seats) between you and others.
When finding your seat, please move to the center of the row
so others can fill in the same row without having to pass by.
Please maintain a safe distance (at least one row in front and
behind you) when coming forward to receive Holy Communion.
Remember to remove your face covering before receiving
Holy Communion to ensure proper reverence and avoid the
possibility of dropping the host.

Parish Registration

It is our policy and desire to serve the needs of Saint Ambrose
parishioners. We welcome you. Families and young adults (age
18 and over) should make efforts to become registered members of the parish. Even if you are not in a position to contribute
regularly, it is important to be registered for us to take care of
your pastoral needs (funerals, weddings, baptisms, etc.). To
register, please call the Rectory during the week or drop this slip
into the collection basket and we will send you parish
information:
NAME ___________________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________________
CITY__________________________ ZIP_______________

HOME PHONE____________________________________
CELL PHONE_____________________________________
E-MAIL___________________________________________

